
Servant Leadership

When James and John, the sons of Zebedee, make their pitch to Jesus about reserving seats at
His side when He comes into His glory, I think all of us, if we are honest, squirm a little because
we have probably done that kind of thing once or twice in our lives.  How we love to be
honored!  How often do we mention our education, our title, or our position when we first
meet someone so as to be taken more seriously?  I am shamefully aware of the difference in the
impression I make when wearing clerical attire as opposed to wearing a sport shirt. “Maybe if I
wear my priestly collar, the doctor will show deference to me?”

Our motivations are complex, and I do not think we should judge people by what we think their
motives are. But we can certainly do a little soul-searching on our own. If I can grow in humility,
that brings me closer to Jesus.  St. Ignatius Loyola prayed that he might experience rejection,
scorn, and ridicule so that he could be united to his dear friend Jesus in his darkest moments.
This is what Ignatius calls the “Third Degree of Humility.” He does not recommend it for the
faint of heart.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, when Jesus gently rebukes the “Sons of Thunder” for their foolishly
bold and highly inappropriate request, he teaches us that true greatness involves service to
others. This is what we call servant leadership, and it calls for us to be humble and to lead by
example. We should not think that any form of service to others is beneath our dignity.

Think of the leaders you have come to respect in your life. They are probably not people who
throw their weight around, constantly reminding you that they are “in charge.” Nor are they
people who only bark orders and never lift a finger to help. They are most certainly people who
know your name, who treat you with respect, and who make you feel valued as a person.

Within the Church, servant leadership is essential. We recall how Jesus challenged the religious
leaders of his day to be more compassionate and less authoritarian. He spoke harshly about the
Pharisees, saying: “And they tie up heavy burdens and lay them on people’s shoulders, but they
themselves are unwilling to move them with so much as their finger.”  (Matthew 23:4)

We live in a world where self-promotion and glowing resumés are the coin of the realm. I really
do believe that some of us think of arrogance as some sort of virtue or key to success!  Being a
true Christian, however, is not easy. And as G.K. Chesterton, in his work “What’s Wrong with the
World” said: “The Christian ideal has not been tried and found wanting. It has been found
difficult; and left untried.”

So let us not only try Christianity but live it with all our hearts. If people look down on us for
living by our faith, let them have their say. As for us, we will support one another and stand
together. We are Holy Name of Jesus Parish, and we are proud of it.
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